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Specimens and specimen pages
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� Very diverse collections

� Botany, Zoology but also Geology,  Anthropology & Living 
collections

� For an estimation of 60 millions specimens

� 8.1 millions specimens databased

� 6.9 millions specimen pages

� <6 millions specimen images + other medias

� 0,37 million specimen pages for types

� Hosting specimen pages for other institutions

� 150 000 specimen pages from 25 institutions



Example of specimen page 
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� http://coldb.mnhn.fr/CatalogNumber/MNHN/F/R04083



Example of specimen page (2)
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� http://coldb.mnhn.fr/CatalogNumber/MNHN/MPU/MPU0
00019



Example of specimen page (3)
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� http://coldb.mnhn.fr/CatalogNumber/MNHN/IM/2007-
31810



Serving specimen pages
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Link to specimen pages

Edimburgh 2013 Workshop

� Mnhn websites

� WEB

� Electronic and paper publications 



The not-very-cool URL

� http://coldb.mnhn.fr/CatalogNumber/MNHN/F/R04083
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Ugly But well
known

MixedCase !!

�

Not every
institution have 
acronyms

Fine but 
UPPERCASE

No clear indication than
the resource is a specimen



Soon : new version of specimen pages
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� One search engine for all scientific resources

� Common look and layout for all collections

� Link to « name pages » and « campaign pages »

� Large images in Carroussel instead of thumbnails



A new supposed-to-be-cool URL ?

http://science.mnhn.fr/institution/mnhn/collection/ec/item/ec986

� Pros

� Lower case

� Show that the resource is a collection item

� Coherent with our new RESTful website

� Same domain as other scientific resources :

� Publication

� Taxon pages

� Cons

� Verbose

� Mnhn appears twice

� Acronyms for hosted institutions still unclear
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What if & other issues



Perennity of URI for hosted institutions ?
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� If tomorrow Université Montpellier 2 wants to host a 
page for MPU00019 we have to redirect to that page

� Headache if no simple rewriting scheme

� Subdomain alternative :

� coldb.univ-montp2.fr as an alias for our server

HTTP 3xx



Multiple URIs for a collection item
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� Appears in several catalogs whith different numbers

� http://coldb.mnhn.fr/CatalogNumber/MNHN/ZM/AC-A2774

� A2774 preferred to III-527

� Unique URI

� Number assigned to a set of specimens or to different
parts of an individual

� Examples :

� Skeleton/bones

� New type discovered in a box

� Different collections for shell/body 

� Multiple URIs



What about « hidden » specimens ?
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� Examples :

� New « fresh » specimens from an expensive expedition

� Endangered species

� How to handle ?

� An URI without URL

� HTTP 4xx error

� A catalog number only page 



Any questions ?
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� Berenger Dulac

� dulac mnhn.fr

� Simon Chagnoux

� chagnoux mnhn.fr @

@


